
 

 

 

Reflection for Action for Children Sunday  

The reading set by the charity Action for Children is the story of Jesus opening the scroll to read 

words from the Prophet Isaiah. Every eye is on him when he declares that these words – about 

releasing captives and preaching good news to the poor – have been fulfilled in their presence. 

What would it mean for these words to be fulfilled, or to 

come true, in our world today? In our recorded worship 

I’ve put this question in a slightly different way and looked 

at what it means for us to pray ‘Thy Kingdom come’. I’ve 

addressed this through the retelling of a tale from the 

book ‘Sparrow Story’ which reimagines the gospel stories 

as events in the twenty first century. 

In this account Jesus’ disciples ask him to teach them to 

pray. This is an appropriate question for us during this 

District Weekend of Prayer.  

He sees a young child taking 

delight in being with her 

father – and compares prayer to the simplicity of that relationship 

which can be summed up in the word ‘Abba’. When they appeal to 

him to teach them more words he asks them if they have prayed that 

one-word yet? They struggle – as many of us might if we have not had 

a good relationship with our earthly fathers, or if that seems as an 

inappropriate or childish way to address God. 

He challenges their understanding of God – explaining that God 

delights in their presence. Then he adds more words to the prayer: 

‘Your name be hallowed. Your kingdom come.’ One character, Young 

John, comes near to the heart of the meaning of these words when he 

declares: ‘Hallowed by your name, Hallowed be your neighbour. Love 

God, Love your neighbour’. 

Jesus tells them to start with those words – learn them, take them to 

heart and be transformed by them. 

We see signs of God’s kingdom through the work of Action for 

children. A video clip in our service shows some children who have 

never had their own beds before squealing with delight when they 

enter their bedroom to find that brand new beds have been purchased 

and put up for them. You can help with projects like this by taking part 

in the Boycott Your Bed campaign in August.  
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God of justice, Saviour to all, 

came to rescue the weak and the poor; 

chose to serve and not be served. 

Jesus, you have called us. 

Freely we’ve received, now freely we will give. 

 We must go, 

 live to feed the hungry, 

 stand beside the broken, 

 we must go. 

 Stepping forward, 

 keep us from just singing, 

 move us into action, 

 we must go. 

         To act justly every day, 

loving mercy in every way, 

walking humbly before you, God. 

You have shown us what you require. 

Freely we’ve received, now freely we will give. 

 Fill us up and send us out, 

 fill us up and send us out, 

 fill us up and send us out, Lord. 

 

This song, by Tim Hughes, is used in our worship to reflect on the kingdom of justice described by 

Isaiah and then Jesus.  

At the moment, if we were to attend a physical, rather than a virtual, church service we would not be 

able to sing as a result of the current restrictions.  

Singing is often used as a way of acknowledging and responding to God presence. It is a communal 

activity which draws us together and it helps to commit certain passages of scripture and doctrines to 

memory.  

But sometimes there is a danger that all we ever do to encourage peace, or justice, is sing about it. 

We need to be challenged into action – especially today when so many lives have been devastated 

and broken. This song urges us to do stop ‘just singing’ and do something in response to all that we 

have received. 

 

Artwork on page one by He Qi. The Homeless Jesus installation pictured above was displayed in Manchester City Centre. 


