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This world
Your creation
Rolled into a sphere
Packaged in sunshine
Gift-wrapped in love
Given to us
Thank you

Hello and welcome to the July edition of Circuit Chat!
Message from Julie
Dear Friends,
Several years ago we watched the film ‘Bucket List’ starring Morgan Freeman and Jack Nicholson.
This sparked a conversation in our household about some of the experiences that we hoped to
have in life – that is, the things that we would put on our ‘bucket list’. One of the ideas that came up
was: ‘let’s go to Oberammergau to see the Passion Play’.
A play of the suffering, death and resurrection of Jesus is performed every 10 years by the
residents of Oberammergau in Germany to honour the promise that their ancestors made in the
seventeenth century when they were experiencing an outbreak of the plague.
In 2018 we booked tickets for the 2020 performance and started to make plans for other places
that we would visit whilst we were in that part of the world. When the pandemic started the play
was postponed for two years until 2022, so we had a
long wait for our dream trip but when we eventually
reached the town of Oberammergau we noticed
straight away the many houses that were painted
with scenes from Biblical Stories or Fairy Tales. We
also saw the skill of the local wood carvers, a large
number of whom dedicated their lives to sacred
artwork.
This photo is the view from balcony in our guest
house.

We visited the local Museum – where we saw costumes from previous plays and were given little
patches of the material from outfits worn in 2010 as a souvenir. There was a talk at the theatre on
the morning of the play. The Second Director, who also played the part of Nicodemus, explained
the background to the production. Three things from his talk stood out to me:
1. The script for the play is reviewed and developed each time – accusations that it was antiSemitic in the past have been carefully addressed and the directors have sought advice from the
Jewish community. Perhaps this came across so forcefully to me as we had also visited the
Dachau Memorial Site during our time in Germany – and heard about the suffering experienced at
that prototype concentration camp which was used as a training ground for the SS. Hitler himself
saw The Passion Play in 1930 – at that time he felt that it confirmed his beliefs about the Jewish
race.
2. Once all of the main parts have been cast the actors go together to visit Israel to talk/work
through their scenes in the very place where they originated – totally immersing themselves in the
story.
3. The director/actor who gave the talk had been in the play in 2000 when he was just eleven years
old. His main memories were about the excitement of being on the stage with a donkey and
playing a game with the other children to see who could touch Jesus first. He remembers the
advice given by the Director to the children in the cast: ‘Don’t look at the audience’ and ‘Do listen
to Jesus’. I thought that this was good advice for life.
The play is performed in two parts. In the afternoon you see the story from Palm Sunday up to the
arrest of Jesus in the garden. The evening session continues with story of the trial – I found that it
really brought home the anguish of those responsible for making the decisions about Jesus’s life
and death. Judas is portrayed not so much as the betrayer but as someone who is himself
betrayed by the authorities. There is also a strong emphasis on Jesus’s call for justice and the
teaching of the Sermon on the Mount is repeated in the Temple during that last week of life. His
words felt like they were speaking to our world today and the situations of injustice we see all
around us.
In between the stories from the Gospels, while the choir are singing, there are tableaus or ‘living
pictures’ of scenes from the Old Testament such as Daniel in the lion’s den which allow each story
to be experienced through the lens of other stories.
The play was in German – but we had booklets containing the script in English to read beforehand
and during the performance. I’m still
reading it now and using it to reflect
on the meaning of all that happened.
Seeing all ages taking part in the play
and knowing that it is lovingly
produced ‘by the people for the
people’ make it a very moving
experience– especially the deep
sorrow that was palpable during the
crucifixion scenes.

Grace and peace, Julie

My personal reflection on the President’s visit
It’s strange how a simple suggestion can grow into a grand plan.
This is what happened here. At a Leadership Meeting at The
Grove, we were discussing what we could plan to celebrate 200
years of Methodist witness on our site, and somebody suggested
inviting Sonia Hicks, President of the Methodist Conference. In her
usual style Julie took this on and set about ‘pestering’ the necessary
people to see if we could actually make it happen. Well obviously,
we did, and the date was set for May. Then the fun began, and we
began to plan in earnest!

What would we need? …..
Obviously, a service – so the Worship group set about their preparations
A choir- so John Carter sorted this and a group of singers, including members from other
churches, and Stephen Carey to play the organ, met on Thursday to rehearse.
An invitation to all churches in the Circuit and our town churches to
join us for the special service.
Refreshments after the service and again people volunteered to
serve coffee.
Lunch offering an opportunity for the Circuit Leadership team to talk
with Sonia.
A display in the vestibule – what better way to welcome the
President and of course Gill our Chair of District than to fill a huge net full of plastic rubbish!!! It was
certainly a talking point but highlighted how much plastic we still continue to throw away.
Flowers in the church and vestibule.
Stewards to welcome all the visitors and ensure everything was in place.
Activities for any children who might attend (I’d just like to have a very proud Mamar moment here
and say how extremely proud I was of my 4 grandchildren – they were so good).
A cleaning gang – a group of ‘willing?’ people certainly made a big difference to the appearance of
the building! Keith said in his welcome that the church had not been so clean in a long time –
making the reference that if cleanliness was next to godliness, then we were very godly!!!
The audio-visual system needed to be sorted too with screens being moved around and
PowerPoints put together.
There was a real sense of excitement and anticipation – that feeling of waiting for something
special to happen.

May the God of hope fill you with all JOY’ Romans 15 v 13
Then the ‘What ifs’ kick in …..
What if Sonia gets Covid, or Julie or Gill or Me!!!!?

What if the lone note that resonated out from the organ
on the last rehearsal decided to do it again on the day?
What if the coffee percolator tripped the fuse to the AV
system again?
What if nobody came?
Finally, the day arrived and with it a feeling of peace.
People began to arrive, and it was so lovely to see
people sitting upstairs too. With so many people there the hymn singing was awesome.
Sonia – what an amazing lady! When she arrived, she was concerned that she would not be seen
in the pulpit. She needn’t have worried because what she lacked in stature she made up for in
presence. She challenged us to be the face of Christ – allowing God’s love to guide our daily lives,
leading us to consider the injustices in society. She
encouraged us to show kindness and dignity to all – to

make sure that the rock, stone and riverbed DO know
that the sun is hot.
Eli, my 7-year-old grandson had recently become Jewish
following an RE lesson in school. However, his new
topic is Leaders and I told him we were having a very
important leader coming to preach at our church (I have
a lovely photo of Sonia with my 4 grandchildren). Once I’d explained it in more detail, he decided
that perhaps he would be a Christian again! I don’t think many of us will have experienced the
same rapid conversion as Eli, but I wonder if your answer to the words of challenge in one of the
hymns we sang is the same as mine - - YES!
Sue Osborn

Have you heard God’s voice, has your heart been
stirred?
Are you still prepared to follow?
Have you made a choice to remain and serve,
though the way be rough and narrow?

WALKING WITH MICAH JUSTICE
CONVERSATIONS
‘What does the Lord require of you, but that you do
justice, love kindness and walk humbly with your
God’ (Micah 6: 8)
It was a great delight to see so many people from
across the Circuit at the Circuit Service on 15th May led
by the President of the Methodist Conference, Rev
Sonia Hicks. It was an uplifting service and afterwards members of the Circuit Leadership Team
enjoyed sharing more conversation with Sonia over lunch at the home of Spen and Di Welchman.
You may remember that one of the aims of the service was to introduce a national Methodist
initiative called ‘Walking with Micah’, which is inspired by the verse above. This initiative
encourages Methodists to take part in a Justice Conversation in which, among other things, they
discuss three important questions:
1. What does a just world look like?
2. What are the biggest injustices our society or world faces?
3. What are the most important things that could be done to tackle them?
Circuits are encouraged to submit their answers to these three questions to help the Methodist
Church to identify and focus on its principles for social justice and explore what it is to be a justiceseeking Church.
I do not know how you would response to these questions, but a small group from the Trinity
Circuit met on Zoom at the end of May to answer these three questions and a summary of our
responses was submitted. The gist of these was as follows:
1. A just world is one which enables human flourishing so that all can experience life in all its
fullness. At the most basic level this means that all should have access to the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Nourishing food
Adequate secure housing
Good health care
Education and training
The possibility of meaningful and fulfilling employment
A healthy and clean environment

2. In order to achieve this the wealth gap which exists in our society and across different parts
of the world needs to be intentionally reduced to lift vulnerable people out of poverty
3. Members of the Methodist Church need to engage more purposefully and more directly
with MPs, local councillors, business leaders and other powerful and influential people to
demand policies which will bring about our vision of a fairer and more just world.
We will learn more about how the Methodist Church takes this forward once responses have been
collated, but in the meantime why not visit: www.methodist.org.uk/walking-with-micah-justiceconversations
Keith Abel, Circuit Steward

New President and
Vice-President of the
Methodist Conference
elected for 2022/23

The Revd Graham Thompson and Anthony Boateng
The Methodist Conference has elected the Revd Graham Thompson to serve as President and
Anthony Boateng to serve as Vice-President, starting their year of office when the Representative
Session of the Methodist Conference opens in Telford in June 2022.
Graham Thompson, said:
“I am overwhelmed by the designation and humbled by the belief that Conference has in me. I will
do all I can to serve God and the Church as we discern our path, emerging from the pandemic.”
Graham Thompson serves as Chair of the Plymouth and Exeter District, a role which he assumed
following his service as Chair of the East Anglia District. Before offering for Methodist ministry,
Graham worked as an accountant. He has served in a variety of Circuits, urban and rural, both as
Presbyter and Superintendent as well as serving on variety of Methodist trusts, boards and
Connexional committees. He has broad ecumenical experience and is an ecumenical Canon of
Exeter Cathedral.
Anthony Boateng is a Local Preacher from the
London District, with a passion for social action,
politics, church unity, spiritual revival and creative
A single sunbeam is
ways of worship. He has been a member of the
Conference since 2014. Anthony serves on several
enough to drive away
committees across the Church including as a
many shadows.”
convenor of the London District Social Responsibility
Commission and member of Church Action for Tax
~ St. Francis of Assisi
Justice management committee. In his ‘day job’
Anthony is a caseworker for Ingeus - a government
Work and Health Programme. Anthony Boateng said:
“As a young Ghanaian immigrant who has spent all
his life in the Methodist Church, it is an honour and
privilege to be given this opportunity by my siblings
to serve the church at such a challenging time. I am enthusiastic about stepping into this
leadership role and working alongside the whole Church to discern and move towards God's vision
for us in the year ahead. "The role of President of the Methodist Conference is reserved for
presbyters and that of Vice-President for lay people or deacons.

Jubilee News from South Anston.
On the 2nd June the Friendship Group
enjoyed an Afternoon Tea with
entertainment by a duo from Anston
Male Voice Choir. This was enjoyed by
all with singing and dancing.

On the 4th June a Church Garden Party took place with a buffet for
sixty people – both church members and friends from the village were welcomed. Again, the
entertainment was by singers from the Anston Male Voice
Choir. Whilst the
weather could have
been better at least it
stayed dry. An
enjoyable day was had
by all. It was lovely to
have people from the
village joining with us.

The Platinum Jubilee
When we heard that there was going to be a major celebration for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee, we
soon discovered that National Holidays were planning a three-day coach holiday to London to
witness some of the events. In the past we have sat in front of the TV for such events and absorbed
the atmosphere from the comfort of our sofa but this year we grabbed the opportunity to go to
London and wave our flags and jostled with the crowds on The Mall to see just a little bit of the event.
We joined the coach in Sheffield on the Friday morning and were whisked to London to arrive around
1pm in time for a pre-arranged open top sightseeing bus tour around the capital, and this was
amazing though there were detours to avoid The Mall and other potentially congested areas.
We were accommodated for two nights at The Holiday Inn at Heathrow, and we had a room
overlooking the main runway, so this appealed to me – no surprise there!

On the Saturday we were taken by coach to Windsor and
spent the day there watching the changing of the guards,
imagining the Queen eating marmalade sandwiches with
Paddington Bear (sorry – we didn’t know anything about
that at this stage) and general sightseeing. As part of the
itinerary, we had a boat ride, complete with afternoon tea,

on the Thames from Windsor upstream and this gave us excellent views of the castle. Windsor was
very busy but there was a great atmosphere, and we found a lovely pub with seating area adjacent
to the river, for our obligatory cup of tea (if you believe that then you don’t really know us!). Of
course, when we got back to the hotel, we watched the whole of the Jubilee Concert and boogied
along to Diana Ross, George Ezra, Elbow and the like (this is more
than a slight exaggeration as we were so shattered that we were in
a recumbent posture).
But the final day of our trip was the opportunity to join the crowds
lining The Mall for the pageant and that was spectacular. The coach
dropped us off along Park Lane at around 10.30am with the
instruction that we had to back by 5pm – or else! With road closures,
park closures and hundreds of police and stewards we had to follow
prescribed routes to find our way onto The Mall, but we made it. The atmosphere was ‘’buzzing’
even at this hour and there were several hours to go before the action started but when the clock
struck 2.30pm the first of the military bands struck up a note started processing past us and all the
marching bands were really colourful and spectacular.
The pageant itself was quite amazing and we cheered and waved our flags as long as we could, and
we tried to spot the celebrities on the various buses as they passed. Unfortunately, we couldn’t stay
to the end as we had to walk back to the coach, but we knew we’d be
able to see it all again on catch-up TV once we got home and, to be
honest, we were pretty shattered.
The arrangements and organisation of both the coach holiday and all the
crowd control around the route was first class and the stewards were
very helpful and obliging. The only problem we encountered in the whole
weekend was the delayed departure from London because two people
decided not to come back by coach but didn’t bother to tell the driver so
after tracing them and finally speaking to them they casually decided to
go and catch the train when they were ready.
Our coach driver was more polite than most of us would have been, but
we headed back up the M1 through constant rain and almost wintry
weather when we reached Sheffield. It’s quite amazing how the weather changes in this beautiful
country of ours.All in all, we are really glad we went and felt part of the Platinum Jubilee celebrations
in some small way, and we will long remember it. Well done National Holidays for organising the trip
(and no I don’t have shares in them!).Bob and Sylvia Heathcote

The Crossing invites you to a brilliant
PLATINUM JUBILEE CONCERT on 16 July, 7.30 pm by the
Championship CARLTON MAIN FRICKLEY COLLIERY BAND ranked
9th in the World! Tickets £8 Adults, £4 Under 16s from the Welcome
Desk or Pre-Order from info@musicatthecrossing.co.uk (tickets then
collected/paid for at the Concert)

1st Carlton-in-Lindrick Boys’ Brigade Company
The Company formed in 1983 is part of Carlton-in-Lindrick Methodist Church.
The Company has three age groups covering 5-18years, but we all meet together at the Church and
Centre on Tuesday evenings between 6-7 pm, but at least once per month we meet at the Carlton
Youth Centre to make use of their facilities, particularly the barn.
In many ways the BB is reforming following the pandemic, with even the national trainers retraining.
We rely heavily on our ‘mums’ who are the registered leaders, along with our chaplain Rev Alan
Hindmarch, and me.
Our programme is varied and covers a full range of activities like other youth groups, but as we are
part of the church, we include Christian education. This usually takes the form of a famous Bible
story. We recently joined the BB National Canoe Club, with one leader and young man attending a
taster session with the Battalion Canoe Club at a reservoir north of Stocksbridge, Sheffield.
We held our annual sponsored walk to Hodsock Priory on Easter
Monday (see photo) with 28 people and 6 dogs taking part – the
largest number for a good few years. This was followed by a jacket
potato lunch. The money raised that day, plus a retiring collection
on Easter Sunday, and a sale of jewellery made by another of our
leaders, meant we were able to send £300 to the All We Can Ukraine
Emergency Appeal.
In May we held a Book Sale and Coffee morning for Christian Aid
raising £153. We have also celebrated the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Celebrations, studied the
planets and made alien spaceships!
We are looking forward to celebrating the company’s 40th anniversary next year.
Eddie Croot
BB Captain and Church Steward.

Trip to Lakeside
After 2 years of an open invitation to visit friends in
Cumbria, this year I finally plucked up the courage to
travel when the weather got warmer. Dates were fixed
and together with my daughter Irene we drove to
Lakeside for a 2-day stay with Paulette and Bill Bissell.
We arrived in time for lunch after a 3-hour journey to a
beautiful, wooded glen and were met warmly by two great
friends. We were shown into our beautiful rooms after
welcome drinks, and we then explored the grand garden full of spring flowers. Rhododendrons and
Azaleas were in spectacular bloom. Rabbits were nibbling on the grass carefree.

After a lovely lunch, a tour of the area was given where there was plenty of evidence left by the
storms of November 2021. Trees uprooted by the storms. One of their neighbours had ninety trees
out of two hundred felled by the gusts. Whilst chatting in a relaxed atmosphere we all combined to
prepare meals. Lakeside is truly breath-taking with outstanding beauty and impressive views. We
travelled extensively and took in the sights of Cartmel, Hawkshead where we saw the mountain
called the Old Man of Coniston, Grange-over-Sands, Ulverston, Bowness and Barrow in Furness not
to mention Black Barrow the home of “Dolly blue wash”. We visited churches, abbeys and temples
hosted by incredible friends devoted to providing a brilliant experience of their hometown. This
experience will stay with me for evermore.

Bea Hopkins

The Rev d Dr Jonatha n Hustler, Secreta ry of the Methodist Confere nce, commente d, “I was de lig hted to pre side ove r this se rvice of celebration a nd commitme nt,

Woodsetts Methodist Church contents
Dear All,
Following the sad closure of Woodsetts Methodist Church
last year we are now having to consider the current contents
that are in the Church.
A detailed inventory has been compiled and before we
explore options with external firms, we wanted to touch base
with all Churches in the Circuit to see if there was any
interest in the available items at Woodsetts.
The full list of all the contents is long but we’ve summarised a few key areas below to give you an
idea of what is available:

• Church furniture – Communion rail, Communion table, Pew cushions (x13), Music
stand, Chairs (30 x blue padded), Tables (some folding)
• Church materials – Candles, Christmas decorations, Hymn Books, Bibles,
Communion tablecloth. In terms of Hymn books there are the following:
o 30 hardback Hymns and Psalms
o 40 paperback Hymns and Psalms
o There are also 20 Methodist Service books
• Kitchen contents – much crockery including cups, saucers, jugs, glasses, plates,
trays, tables cloths, cutlery, kettles
• Pews – we are aware from time to time that Churches and Church members are
interested in pews – if anyone has an interest in the wooden pews at Woodsetts
please contact Richard (details below)
I am coordinating matters at Woodsetts Church and please do feel free to contact me for any
further information. (email Richard.dearden@trinitycircuit.net or phone 07922 083990). I have
some photos available of certain items and can arrange a viewing of items if required.
Many thanks, Richard

Grants for your Church
Methodist Insurance is committed to supporting the mission and ministry of the
Methodist Church, particularly as it looks to respond to increasing community need in
these challenging times. You can find out more about the programme, apply for
funding and take a look at some case studies from churches that have
benefited. Methodist Grants Programme

President of Conference
2023/2024
District Chair Gill Newton has been nominated as President of the
Methodist Conference for 2023/2024.
The news was announced at the recent Methodist Conference in Telford
Deacon Kerry Scarlett from the Birmingham Methodist District will be
Vice-President.
To become President of the Conference you need to be nominated by five
ordained and five lay people and then the whole Conference is given the
opportunity to vote. Revd. Newton will now spend the next year as
President Designate before taking up her full Presidency from June 2023.
Gill has been Chair of the Sheffield District since 2014 and prior to that was Co-Superintendent in
the Barnsley Circuit for four years (2002 – 2006) with her husband Leslie.
Revd. Gill Newton said: "I am both humbled and honoured to have been entrusted with this role by
the members of the Methodist Conference. With God's help and together with the Vice President,
Deacon Kerry Scarlett, I look forward to the opportunities we will have to encourage, inspire and
challenge the Methodist people during our year of office."

Interview with Mary Hindley
Tell us a bit about yourself (eg. where you live, working life,
which Church attend)
I was born and brought up Sheffield. After school my early jobs were
in a Cutlery factory and an Umbrella factory before I moved into retail
work which I really enjoyed.
We moved from Sheffield 22 years ago and live locally in Todwick. I
am married to Brian (59 years married!), and we have 2 sons, 3
grandchildren and 4 great grandchildren. – we are heavily involved with child minding!
I became a Christian through an encounter with God when in hospital in 1994 – I feel God has
been good and led me since that day. After being part of a Church in Sheffield for many years I felt
God telling me to put down some local roots when we moved to Todwick. We worshipped at St
James Parish Church in South Anston before moving to the Methodist Church in 2013.
What’s your favourite holiday destination and why?
I love the Canary Islands – a beautiful place with lovely beaches. We have had many happy times
and made lots of memories on the Canaries.
What’s your favourite music and book?
Music – I love great ballads from singers like Celine Dion and Michael Ball. Worship music is also
very important to me, and I enjoy a mix of old and new hymns/songs, My favourite worship song at
the moment is ‘My Jesus my Saviour’
Book – I really enjoy Christian autobiographies and hearing people’s story and testimony. I also
love reading books from the 18th Century and enjoy that era.
Tell us something about you that we don’t know!
From being a shy person, I’m amazed at how God called me to
speak out and share my story – I now enjoy attending Ladies
Fellowship meetings and have talked to fellowships at The Crossing
and South Anston.
What do you do to relax?
A mix of reading, walking and Brian and I enjoy visiting Antique Fairs.
What does being a Christian/going to Church mean to you?
For me it’s everything and it’s my life, I simply couldn’t manage without my faith. I know that God
saved my life, and He is key to me.
What do you find the most difficult things about being a Christian now?
When I see Christians not coming together and working as one team – I find a
lack of harmony so sad, and I pray about this regularly.
What would be your message for the World in 10 words or less?
Love and peace and for more to turn to Jesus as their Saviour

Deacon Musings: Homes for Ukraine
Greetings Friends,
The first whirlwind of Homes for Ukraine is beginning to
settle, and round two is due to commence! Firstly though, I
must say a humungous THANK YOU for the incredible
response to our appeal for support towards hosting two
Ukrainian ladies –
your generosity has
meant we were able
to fully kit out our spare rooms and gear up for the arrival of
two ladies. Please see the photos below to see what you’ve
enabled – bed and work rooms with furniture and
furnishings all ready for company! Thank you, thank you!
Let me fill you in on the last few days… Our
Ukrainian guests Liza and Daria are – at the time of writing –
still waiting patiently in Odessa for their final visa to be
issued. Only when I contacted our local MP Brendan
Clarke-Smith and appealed for help did we discover that
Daria’s visa had been mistakenly voided by the Home
Office-! They are working to reverse this, and hopefully by
the time you read this the ladies will be safely in Worksop
recovering from the effects of living in a war-zone since
February.
However, a couple of weeks ago we received messages from another even younger couple who
were stranded in Germany, their UK sponsors having fallen through. We organised flights and
welcomed them to our manse within a couple of days, and they’ve now been with us for a week
while the local council seeks to rematch them with new sponsors.
It’s been an incredible week – you go into this kind of adventure hoping
that however much or little you can offer will make a difference, not
expecting to receive in return, but both Lisa
and I feel so blessed by this unanticipated
time with Milana (19) and Alina (22). From
the moment we collected them from
Sheffield train station, they have been a
delight!
Milana celebrated her 19th birthday the day
before flying to the UK, so our first evening
together involved a giant rainbow cake,
candles and teaching the girls the tune of ‘Happy Birthday!’. The girls
are young and traumatised but absolutely lovely, funny, creative and
caring people, and we love spending time with them. Their English is
better than we anticipated, and the use of a phone translator app has
allowed our conversations to go so much deeper than surface level – we’ve begun to share our
stories and truly get to know one another. We’re all very torn about the idea of them moving on
because we’ve bonded so much, but they will thrive best in a larger city with more people their age
and night-life! They are safely staying with us until the right home and sponsor is found, and there

may well be a cross-over when Liza and Daria arrive, which we’re so excited about.
Which leads me to ask for your prayers – Liza and Daria are still in Odessa under attack – they
regularly hear explosions and live close to the shopping centre where 18 people were killed this
week. Please pray for safety, speedy visas, and travelling mercies when the time comes. I look
forward to letting you know they’re safely here!
So, we’ve unexpectedly become a household and family of 6! And
though grocery bills are much higher than anticipated, we wouldn’t have
it any other way. This has also meant double the flight costs, and double
the care packages and resources to welcome new friends to their new
(temporary or long-term homes), which does mean things are tight, so
any further support (money or supermarket vouchers as the biggest
expenditure is food), is most warmly welcomed, and so much
appreciated – it really is making such a difference.
Being able to take Milana and Alina shopping to choose their own
pyjamas, slippers, underwear etc. as the very few things they brought
with them are threadbare, has been so treasured and appreciated. Thank you!
Taking part in the Homes for Ukraine scheme has already become a life-and-outlook-changing
experience, and we look forward to sharing more news and positive stories with you soon. Please
keep praying…
Every blessing, Deacon Emily and Lisa Hoe-Crook

We would like to say “Thank You” to Phil Mullis as he stands down
as our Circuit Treasurer. We are very grateful for all the work and
commitment he has given over the past few years.

We are now looking to strengthen the Circuit Steward team
particularly around the area of finance. If you're interested and
would like some more information
please give Julie a call.

The Listening Place
haplain Gene ral to Her Maje sty’s Land Forces.

aplain Ge neral, Rev d Mike Pa rker, comme nted, “I am delighte d to ha ve bee n welcome d to my new position a nd t here w as a rea l se nse of cele bration a nd ble ssing at the se rvic

“As cha plains, we have

The Grove Methodist Church in Retford is continuing to offer support to those from church and
community living with loss and bereavement.
On the last Saturday of April Julie led a short service of remembrance, during which our memorial
book was rededicated. The memorial book holds the names of those who have died, many of whom
were connected with The Grove in some way. Following this moving service, a good number of
people stayed to chat over tea and cake, and shared memories of their loved ones.
It is always good to remember those who have passed away and whose presence in our lives is
missed in so many ways. On the last Saturday in May a group of us met again and talked about
comforting ways we can stay connected to those we have loved and lost. This was the first meeting
of the newly launched Listening Place – an informal café style gathering for anyone from church or
community to come and be part of our conversations about living with loss. We meet from 2.30 to
3.30pm on the last Saturday of the month. Anyone is welcome to join us, from near or far, whether
their loss is recent or one they have lived with for many years.
Some of the details of The Listening Place are shown on the publicity included in this article, but if
you would like more information, please ring Julie on 01777 702573, or Teresa on 01777 705085,
or else contact us by email on thelisteningplace@outlook.com

Please join us either on
Monday evenings at 7:00 p.m. on Zoom
email julie.coates@methodist.org.uk for log
on details
or Thursday afternoons
at 2.15pm at The Crossing

The themes are….
1st /4th August

:Tough Love

8th/11th August

: A Light to the World

15th/18th August

: The Faithful Servant

22nd/25th August

: A New World

EVERYONE IS VERY WELCOME

Prayer diary for each day of the month
Jesus speaks of private prayer just before He teaches the Lord's
Prayer to His disciples.
1st
3rd
4th
5th
6th
7th
8th
9th
10th
11th
12th
13th
14th
15th
16th
17th
18th
19th
20th
21st
22nd
23rd
24th
25th
26th
27th
28th
29th
30th
31st

We pray today & everyday for the continued unrest that haunts us all in Ukraine,
may YOUR peace find a way.
Take time to pray for yourself, for guidance, grace & understanding.
We pray for our local Foodbanks for those who work to ensure they run smoothly
& how they have diversified.
We pray for China the world’s biggest carbon emitter, to act faster on climate
change.
Lord, we continue to prayer for all still affected by covid & long covid.
We give thanks for circuit Ministers, staff & lay people as they continue to work in
harmony for our circuit.
We pray for the people who we share our lives with & those who guide us by their
ways & actions.
Lord teach us patience & grace as we go about our daily tasks.
Thank you, Lord, for the Sheffield Methodist District and all the staff and resources
available to us.
We thank you for retirement & a chance to take life at a slower pace.
We thank you for the summer months, holidays and relaxation.
We think about our Churches and congregations at The Crossing, Carlton and
South Anston.
We pray for those who mourn & still very much affected by the loss of a loved one.
We continue to pray for the life saving work of All We Can serving the world’s most
marginalized communities.
Thank you that each day there is a sunrise & sunset and in it we see your grace &
mercy.
We remember our Churches and congregations at Whitwell, Wales & in The
Levertons
Thank you for all our Local Preachers & Worship Leaders who faithfully bring your
word & teachings to us week by week.
Lord, brush away our weariness so that we can be inspired to do your work.
Remember our Churches and congregations at Hallcroft, North Anston & Carlton.
Give thanks for all our circuit Supernumeraries & all who have served our circuit.
We give thanks for holiday times & renewal & refreshment.
Lord, help me to remember that nothing is going to happen today we can’t handle
together
Thank you for the communities where we live, our neighbours & our friends.
Grant me tenacious wisdom & courage as I go through today.
We remember our Churches and congregations at The Grove & Dinnington.
Forgive us the errors of yesterday & bless us to walk closer in your ways.
Thank you for gardens & open spaces brimming with life & colour
We pray for the Middle East which is facing ever more frequent severe dust
storms.
We pray for Revd. Angela Pothecary as she comes to the end of her sabbatical.
May it have been a time of refreshment, learning & grace.
Today we reflect on the past month giving thanks for each day & challenges it
brought.

We would really appreciate your input into our next Newsletter due in
September.
Please send any articles to di.welchman@trinitycircuit.net
by 28th August.
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