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Circuit Chat

Welcome to this edition of Circuit Chatt As you read through the
encouraged by the many ways our churches continue to share faith, friendship and service
across our communities. From singing carols in local streets and welcoming families into
Messy Church, to offering hospitality through meals, music and fellowship, there is so
much to celebrate.
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Youodl !l find stories of ge nd charcshéestwygrking together t i
with schools, uniformed organisations, community groups and neighbours, reaching out to
people of all ages and backgrounds. There are also updates on ongoing projects,
fundraising efforts, knitting and new opportunities for prayer, volunteering and mission,

Il ncluding caring for our environment as
good stewards of creation.

Things that really caught my eye include the variety of ways in which we shared the
Christmas Story-1 s ee t hat A nup€hristidigke kithrakestwoi sepgrate
appearances, All-age Nativity Plays, a Nativity Festival and Myrrh the Mystery were all key
ways of engaging with a well the known narrative.

There is one example in here of how a set of scaffolding was borrowed by one church from
anotheril et 6s conti nue t o biadfyauee® anfideaoyou likee méhesa n
pages why not have a conversation about whether that suggestion can be adapted for your
context and used to share faith and engage with your local community.

t

Thank you to everyone who has contributed, served, prayed and supported these
activities. Together, we continue to discover what God is doing among us, and how small
beginnings can grow into something truly life-giving.

Looking ahead, several upcoming events are highlighted, including concerts, exhibitions
and anniversary celebrations i see you there!

| hope you enjoy reading this edition and feel encouraged by all that is happening across
< our Circuit.
f: Grace and peace, Julie January 2026
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News from North Anston

December Activities at North Anston

Since September the “Meet and Make” community group has
been a hub of knitting, skill-sharing,
conversation and fellowship. At the start of
December their creations of angels and

lovely, knitted angels were — it =
carefully packaged together £ w With one of the
“Gifted” cards giving details of all our Advent
and Christmas activities and services and left in various locations
around the community. One of the angels had been found and
placed on a Christmas tree in the local cemetery to remember
loved ones. The knitted nativity figures were displayed and shared
within the church as part of the Christmas decorations; they were
also used in our Crib Service on Christmas Eve.

& Once again, we had a wonderful fun filled,
@' | family afternoon of Christmas Allsorts,
playing different Christmas games, then
enjoying a time of singing carols and songs.

Music plays a central role in our celebrations and our “Singing for
Joy” group, which brings people from our community together,
met in December to enjoy a joyful programme of Christmas songs
and traditional carols, helping us reflect on the hope and joy of
the season and then to look forward to joining ;
in the Community Carol Singing.

We had a
wonderful time
at our
Christingle
service which



was part of our Café Church. Rev Angela
brought along dressing up symbols of the
Christingle and here we have Matilda
looking so good.

Sheila also volunteered to be
| a Christingle at the Shoebox
; Drop-in Carol Service. Our Shoebox Drop-in
g group have also been busy this year making all
| sorts of beautiful items to go B
in shoeboxes packed by

. Teams4U. What a joy to see
the face of one of the

*  Forourusual monthly visit to Woodlands Care

: ~ Home, the service included all about the making
. of a Christingle and lots of carols which the
residents really enjoyed.

Together all our activities helped us mark Advent as a time of
preparation and Christmas as a time of celebration, welcome,
and joy.

Sue Boyl es

t

was our third year that Nort

Christmas joy by simply singing

Previous two years we had gone
t hough we had advertised we had

with soncearodhboturrabl e t
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wal k too far t

opl e fr

0
the smaller estate behind the chapel
and it was wonderful to have pe

at the church ilmndlswedignd oshoe®lyoxgroup ali
A true coming together church and non
friends.



And "what a joy to beh€@hdfi sammag hef f dlend

made sure that we strategically stood
Rat itdhran just outside the houses with |
wor ked a treat we had families and yol

and out on the dobesaems. oBabhebri mums
doorsteps desipgh 8Veat iree. ambhieldl peonopl e and
people that nightthd hatnheaewe thvaa Yy earad |we

The young children smiling amdrwahwihnd
One | ady came out and she said we had
out to her Christmas party she | oved [
appreciated it Even an el derly | ady <c
was SsSoOoO tbechwd wwai d we were not coll ec
sounded pretty good | reckon.

Once we had coveredeasscm
possi ble we headed back
c hoc omaartseh mad A wssr eam an d§ o

mince pies. The fell owshfs at
whil e, no one rushing hteo Iy
| ove and peace of Chrnegsat d

excited buzz to our convjF

This has blereoom al ittggula®Ew @rc @ jr
From a suggesti on cnhaudec hatc

abowdarol singing in the ¢
= a reality that first Chri
™ how it has evolved is cre
believe all thinglk Gacd. be

Rev Angel a Pothecary




News from South Anston

VENTS AT SOUTH ANSTON METHODI ST CHURC
OQur Brownie Pack pl an ool;u""f’!ceert

" grounds in cel Emnritvy e :sg:ﬂ-;, lef 538 ¢
Rot herham South Ansto 9‘;" di st
Brownies. We | o0k fOFvvaf'QQJfSI@HiI’

They have also been busy painting stor
Remembrance Sunday.

Il n November 2025 we decided t

refurbished church. It was a

3 and selling their own goods a

: § having stalls. As it was a ne
woul d go and despite picking the wor st
events around us, we were pleasantly ¢

support us.

CHRI STMAS 2025
g @8 Our annual Christmas Concert wa
@ tickets being sold. eyeAn
Mal e Voice Choir si soagg
i ncluding Carols fo uadi &n

15 earn d sol oist Reb IYioo tkt

back by popul ar demand t o } ; nh at | hvee
the concert. The Quartet o & f sraonny  t
us. After refreshments the T dC hhrai | sf

m music and Carols which were enjoy
w: f or ChrTihset maosr.ni ng after the Conce
wi th Deacon Emily. The Brownies m
before giving them out to members

R 6 f omh ¢
,.;,-7’3& aopbys

the | ast Coffee Mor[®
drinks and toast ‘S5

pies, chocol at esuise—" fhal t o
of course!). A Raffl e was he

o




OnheSDZelcember we held a Nati vi
M Dani el ssohddnabed w
Browni es. | t was |

them bring the Chir
we were all | mpr es

Gabriel with Iight up wings!
Christmas Morning Worship was | ed
greatest gift of all was baby Jes

ms Bal | oon.

Forthcoming Events at South Anston M
Saturtdyy Rour mi ca Concert & Afternoon
WednesddWaylChr i stian Aid Coff-ek. M@ami n
Sat ur'dlawned3A Simply Swing Band Concert

Al | are welcome to join us!

Anne Duffy

Di nni nQotnonmu nPit yneer -RAr @ragter request

At t hePiloanteeesrt Manage mesutg g@rstahegot i st opmvea ke
poi bessharednwiwtsh iggirtaeyieer s fr om acr oplse
be appreciated for the foll owing:

1 Clarity and Wisdom as conversations with the Salvation Army progress
concerning possibly hosting the local Food Bank in Dinnington Methodist
Church in the near future.

1 Guidance in conversations with Rotherham College as we explore the
possibility of developing a Community Garden at the back of the Church.

1 Growth of our children's and youth work and team

Peter Farmer, Community Pioneer Worker



News from Grove St

The Christmas Story

Myrrh the Mystery wa
contribution to theé& N
a far cry from carolg¢g
choirs, fearful shepf
candles, baubl es and
kings an-d- c-a-md-l s+ -nc ez

Or waisl ita@vendt ment i
treastume igand show so
had audaciously stolf
priceless myrrh from
nose. And, hoeow tweed woe ! ‘
Bet hl ehem police to hiennop btohdeym sjoulsvte tthr
Bet hl ehem was heaving with visitors ar
shepherds ali ke, inn keepers, maids, r
appearing.

Il n groups of five or six we were fed ¢
automatic gun, studied maps and pol i ce
messages and tensions ran high as we [
undecisdedhea detective interviewed al/l

the mystery was solved and the perpetr
to hold your own Myrr h TiMyusrt elriyp se vaernei nsc

Chris Warren, from Chesterfield Methoc
mystery and had cleverly woven the mys:s
mystery of the stolen myrrh, with the
his ingemabltiyngnus to have an unusual

same time as revisiting the Christmas

Daphne Sidney



MI SSI ON TO SEABARERS

A timely remadides wWwmo ttHh meid
hat s fSeraftalne r s atrher oweg hcoo
yearuri ng 202958 I|h aptoss,t etdo d

| "wa&rcelled up 14, a goo
yeaAl.so the Coffee Monnilﬁu
January raised A65 which
Mi ssion For Seafarers.

Thank you f orPlyeoausre skuepeppo

Dori s Maw, The Gr ove

MVC ‘. ) MVC
Saturday 14" February
7.00pm
cho Anston Male Voice Choir

C Tickets £8 | i & n
. Proceeds to Church Funds @LFL o
. o . - . -

AnstMal e Voi ce

Al l are warmly i n
upcoming concert
February 7pm at Gi
Church. ,
«ﬂ‘l
Contact clare.biddle@trinitycircuit.net
Tickets available from the church on
Thursday and Saturday mornings

Grove Street Methodist Church

The Grove D N 22 6 L B The Grove
W W
= o



Over the next two years the members at
O0Holy Habitsé based on t he Addsc+Ril ptt2i on

WACIOID

Worship Gladness & Prayer Breaking Biblical
Generosity Bread Teaching

Sharing Serving Making More Eating Fellowship

Resources Disciples Together
The Holy Habits programme (outlined ir
Met hodi st Minister Andrew Roberts) ain
Jesus in everyday | ife.
Foll owing the restoration of the buil-c
a new chapter in our Weiandg utadkijrogrtnweg
focus on Blhaemhmi m@abtida build on each one.
autumn, when Woe slhookapketdhat anni ver sary s
mar k si x decades since Songs of Prai se
Il n the approach to Christmas wél song®s
Gener oidiotry instance by giving all of t
chocolWet esn.couraged our congregation t
reverse advemut tciadng nsdeame f ood i n each

OuUAt our covenant service We alymud chaewe
member of the congregation the name of
remember in their prayers.

ThMessy Chemamhare enjoying planning ¢ttt
Habit OwnTha r angemerhtel Slerawi dehse chur ch

project have given church members the
about the significance of prayer in tfF
devel opment s. Julie Coa:

ey



News from The Crossing

GreetiagHdamapy New Year !

Webve had a | ovely Advent and Chri st ma
and meaningful activities and services:cs

Nativity 2P2%hOecvearhbier we had over 80 na

world of wvarious shapes, sizes, mat er i
Messy Church style craft activities ar
families and peopbhedotnpabliageshei di B¢
A few of them dredpi taacedaheng to see
captured in such i

ways, and many put

The Bethichem Wall o~ the story we know

e tenatvitytook Bt - - Wt he Bethlehem wall
R - from Bethlehem ol

o sopge (mads- S f eatures the wall
now and which woius

men from vi sicthiin ogd
nativity events ha
Bassetl aw Foodbank
and amusing contr.i

fodbdased nativity ¢

uded tmeusBabT)hiPSeaNa
all the visitors!

Many of the sets have
have been bought onl i ne
set with hula dress, a
made from straw.

M N
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Singing with Dementi:a Christmas Speci

The wonderful Jean and Michael Robert s
Deni se and Roger | eading songs to get
visit from Father Christmas with every
goodi es. Dhamk yteam who make all of t |
come and bring others, you only have t
hear what a joyous time this i1s, and v

dementi a and tlhoevied coamreesr.s and

‘datims udwiet h2@nnie Fother iwigthk md

Futur e

Denni s, '™airtch Qwbr Dementia Choir (offwi
Steel panfasticiyablbl danét wbhheemeo be af
yourself, i1itds a |l ovely afternoon of f
tombol a and rafflel).

Advent Pauses

I n the Caf® every Wednesda ay
11lam through December we p°
the nativity story, a car 0j , € d d

Reverse Advent Calendar (p
i n every day rather atlean i
heartwarming to see peopl e
their coffee and cake, andj
busyness of the season | us

tn =S o+




Boxing Day Meal

On Boxing Day we offered a full roast
homel ess community in Wor ksopwi tam da r oir
response! Thanks to Iris and the tirel
were akreeeb@Oot meals, distribute the
choc

ol ate selection boxes, and enjoy ¢
three members from Poplars Church i
everyone who aorttirmehutmod etyhaind reseour
ued ameedad!| gvent successful

L " Volunteers dishi
w1 the stacks of hars
- distributed (incl§
gl oves, scarves,
and Christmas tr

School Lunch Club

Deacon Emily and the Head of RE at Pr i

i nitiated -mowreeRhiyi #aill dn Lunch Club fo
C

and ol der) since September, attractin
week. Wst btasylel maalgi ng our way through t
skipping the tricky bits!), and cel ebr
games, discussions and craft activitie
0Speci al AmenadmakTihnegy Céhmrjiosyteedngl es i n D
Christmas story in a new exciting way.

Chri sti

Sir Edm

Academy

been usi
expl ore

i ncl udi
Chri st
made of

c

. the new vi
_ Jonds Chmuct)hi l
ensued when Gareth placed



head But t he |

sharing it.

Christmas :Ser vi

As part of

Ou

t he

Sunday morning

never bedmgreegati on
came dressed

characters

as thei
and wer e
ol n |

a script and |

chaos mdr nihmgch | aug

mpact

t he

story

rr- partnership ther

ces

- T

N a. t I V 1'\,.:,: X
h as

we

had

e

wa s
ecu

singing, acting and Ze]
wonder f ul message hit home through th
Thanks to all who took part and | eft
Our Christmabki EvE€acahdbervice was al s
i nto the shoes of the characters and
Wedbre |l ooking forward to all the New
forward to ce'l'"enbnriavteirnsgarojuras20a unit é&d
pl ease pop 'QYatyur2dda®ys liem your diary as
Bl esskmiglsy and all at The Crossing Ch

M O
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The Crossing Chu2Oc2h6286entveesary Year

As 2026 wi'l™nrbieveorusrar2y0 many speci al ev
along with some of our regular events

So far these include:
T Model TranspoBat@GExHdapi'Maooh 17
1T A Flower i Weskaeévad € fi1Vaoy .
1 Rev Mark Pengelly will be otMayisit
T Anniversasgt Meddhay?2 3
T Circuit GdbeéebtaMoonmni ng WdMash.i p Sund
1 Organ Concert byiSaiuohd#Blwazdshaw
T Model TranspoBat &x'thdp tba e r
T Aut umn TRaytrue ddNpva2mber .

We anticipate that other dates may be
An opportunity toDsuppsteroand| B8aabket |
Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust

Could you give a couple of hours a wee

volunteers support patients, fami/l

Wedre holding a Chaplaincy Volunteer
t o
presence, a | i stening ear and emoti on

(o I |

You dondt neediampplfiod dtoiworas fan e hwel cormr

-  When: Wednesday 25 February 2026 at 11.00am.
- Where: Rooms 3 & 4, Education Centre, Doncaster Royal Infirmary.

There are six voluntary Honorary Chapl

fastack recruitment on the day, 1includ
travelling to the event from Bassetl av
to useeeushtbitt!| eFobrusf usretrhveircedet ai |l s or

pl ease contact 0130Qol6a.4r4HEBs maw@mas | ne



News from Carlton

FAMILY FILM AND CRAFT AFTERNOON

Last October half-term we watched Madagascar 1 at our Family Film and Craft Aftemoon.
Activities included making a snake from a paper plate, along with animal themed puzzles
and colouring. Popcom, pizzas and juice were enjoyed too.

ALAN’S 85" BIRTHDAY

Also back in October, our church family and friends joined our own family
to celebrate Alan’s 85" birthday. We had a really wonderful afternoon.
A quiz on ‘Alans’ and ‘1940’ kept everyone busy and chatting, and we
enjoyed flute and piano duets from Alan’s son and sister, before joining
in a sing-along of songs of yesteryear. This was followed by pie and
peas, made and served by friends, who also made the most fabulous
cake incorporating Alan’s interests of Boy's Brigade, Sunderiand Football
Club and church organist.

Someone said, ‘you'd be able to pick him out from that in an identity
parade’. (Compare the model on the cake with the photo in the BBGA
report & )

CHRISTMAS REVIEW

All the user groups made decorations to put on small Christmas trees, and we displayed two in each of the
four downstairs windows. There was a nativity scene, plus solar lights in all eight windows.

We had another successful Christmas Fayre organised by our youth leaders and a friend from the village.
We welcomed about a dozen crafters offering items including Christmas cards and decorations, cakes,
doggie treats, cushions, glassware and jewellery. Upstairs were games, a raffie, tombola and our BBGA
book and miscellaneous stall. Tea, coffee, hotdogs and soup were available throughout.

Rev Angela led our Youth Groups' Christingle service,
when Brownies, Guides, BBGA members and their
families celebrated together one evening. To illustrate
the meaning of a Christingle, Guide leader Ann was
~ “dressed’ by Angela as a human Christingle, assisted by
.= the young people. After individual Christingles had
been made and lit, and Away in a Manger sung, there
were puzzles and activities to enjoy.

M p



MC

There was no Methodist service at Carlton on Christmas Day, but
the Good Shepherd Church held worship, led by Fr Barry, who says:

Christmas Day was made special this year when Good Shepherd
heid a Christmas Day mass. The church was decorated beautifully
- and we made history as there had not been a Catholic mass
celebrated in Carifton-in-Lindrick since at least the 1500s. Although
there were only a few present on Christmas Day, Good Shepherd
Church had over 300 people watch Christmas Day mass and
Advent prayers.

Helen Hindmarch

BOYS’ BRIGADE & GIRLS ASSOCIATION (AUTUMN TERM)

We started the new BBGA year on Tuesday 9 September by sharing the things we had been doing during
the summer holidays, and played some of the games used during the ‘On the Farm’ event held at Cleveland
Close Community Centre.

Most of the term we have been leaming about St Paul's Missionary Journeys. During his joumeys he was
stoned, imprisoned, shipwrecked and poisoned before amiving in Rome, where he wrote his many letters.

On 16 September some started the “Tumpike Trail' in Cariton looking at historic buildings, and collected
wildflowers, but we have had to leave these until next year.

David Blackham (Toby) has visited on 4 occasions during the term to teach drumming. We have 4 small
groups at various stages, and other activities take place for those not drumming. These groups have played
small games, our games upstairs, made Christmas decorations and completed parts of the BB ‘Mission
Manger’ themed programme as we approached Christmas.

In the week before the Harvest Festivals, we collected leaves, flowers and other foliage and created Harvest
Collages displayed at both the Youth and Church Harvest Festivals. These and a picture created at ‘On the
Farm' then went to St John's parish church for their harvest service.

We were involved with the ABC event during the Autumn half-term.

On 4 November we had a belated BBGA party for Rev Alan’s 85™ birthday, including
sparklers on the backyard, games, party food and another cake!

We joined the village Remembrance Sunday event at the war memorial, with Timothei
carrying the colour and his brothers acting as escorts. Ellie and Eben laid our wreath.




We visited Carlton Youth Centre on 18 November for a Family and Friends Night, which was also our
Enrolment Evening. We made our promises and all those enrolled received their membership cards and even
chocolate advent calendars provided by the BB Yorkshire and Humberside District. Nine members also
received Service Awards.

We held simple relays in the barn before using many of the CYC facilities.
Up to Christmas we completed all parts of ‘Mission Manger' and this work is on display in church.

Rev Angela led the youth Christingle
Celebration on 9 December, when the church
youth groups came together to celebrate.

Cur final evening was not only a Christmas
Party but also a special party to celebrate the
50" birthday of two of our leader’s, Anne and
her twin sister Sarah.

Eddie Croot, Captain

COMING SOON ..........

‘ ‘:ff"‘""*ff"ii A A Al LA Sl iRl l it dd s b bl bl
] L] 4
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¢ Family Film &
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e ‘ : Craft Afternoon
with i (all ehildren to be
\;'U:,T Afternoon Tea E acnumpanlc:ll by an adult)
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Rl 4
i
i
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News from Wales Kiveton

Since the |l ast circuit news there has
raising events taking place at Wal es kK
Foll owing on from the \
80 concert back in May}l a
and bell ringers perfo CC
October which was anot it
spare seat to be had. | - 4g ¢
Getting to khewKyng
further songs from mus il <
set from the hand bell r
the interval there was

version of Ol d MacDonald had a farm wi
ever ywherry mptwgre then served up hot
refreshments that took us i niggupie s ec
from the Phantom of the Operl‘j"ﬁ‘?‘ el || <
favourites.
Harthill Village Voices made i 0 U
sales proceeds of A300 split N
church property repairs.

The Co op good cause scheme came to it
and the second A500 payment was guarar
April . Any additional amount was deper
who sel ect ellormsp ugps atnldei r preferred goo
was added, bringing the A2040. 58Bcei vec
An ambi tious second c o g.eciLt i\ e
application was made | “ gl
succedAsfthhleque present e
t h@Go op project was ma o]

Co op store, and a pholk

i < = = T
M,Tué%fflggr CHURCH |£704055 |
S‘\:)Ulf) AND SONG L'O'Of’ =

My



We hosted an ecumeni cal Chri stmas musi

we | | attended with over 40 there, some
sharing of food/refreshments and some
attire Anpesrhlowl!large hamper of i1items al
one of our church friends Caroline as
supported with the raffle and donati or
and church, of ewbiushA&80verny demated t
and thoughtful of them.

The ecumeni cal group had a good turn
the Kiveton Co op store to sing |l ots <
out of the store, bringing festWeeiwrgte

gat herr lgain on Good Friday as we havi
| arge cross to create awareness of whe

Wal es primary school children perfor me
singing to 120 parents at each one; a

gave A80 towards the upkeep of the cht
for hosting the concerts.

The primary school choir of 30 childr

came to sing for everyone at the Chri
Soup and Song which was a very busy e
again. Turkey sandwiches and mince pi
were on the menu along with the usual
and other tasty treats.

M < (n M



